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What is human trafficking, why does it matter,and howcan | =~
communities respond? The Human Trafficking Brief answers TRAFFICKING
these questions by examining how trafficking occurs, who is most

vulnerable to exploitation, and the policies and partnerships
working to prevent it.

When you hear the term “human trafficking,” what comes to mind? Where do you think
those impressions come from (media, education, personal experience, etc.)?

What assumptions might prevent us from recognizing human trafficking in our own
communities? What might it look like locally?

What are vulnerabilities (social, economic, etc.) that traffickers look for when targeting
potential victims?

If trafficking is widely underreported, how does that shape public understanding and
policymaking?

What roles should local, state, and federal governments each play in preventing trafficking
and supporting survivors? Where should responsibilities overlap or not?

If you were advising a state legislator, what action would you encourage them to take?
What trade-offs might policymakers face when designing anti-trafficking laws?

What businesses or organizations in our area are uniquely positioned to interrupt trafficking
if properly trained?

What survivor services exist in our state or community? Where might gaps still remain?



How do evolving cultural norms play a role in the growth of trafficking victims and demand
for coerced labor?

After discussing the Human Trafficking Brief, consider how you (individually or as a Circle) might
turn insight into action.

FROM DISCUSSION TO ACTION: WAYS TO GET MORE
ENGAGED

Learn What'’s Happening in Your State

» Review your state’s human trafficking laws. How do they compare to neighboring states?

 |dentify any pending legislation related to trafficking, online safety, labor protections, or
survivor services.

¢ |nvite a local policymaker, prosecutor, or non-profit advocate to speak at a future Circle
meeting.

Map Local Resources and Gaps

e Research local organizations serving trafficking survivors (shelters, legal aid, counseling
services, job training).

e |dentify whether your community has a human trafficking task force.

e Discuss: Where might gaps exist — housing? mental health services? prevention
education?

Partner with Local Organizations

e Volunteer as a Circle to help a local organization.
e Support workforce reintegration programs that provide job pathways for survivors.

o Offer professional skills (legal, financial literacy, marketing, mentoring).
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