(

THE POLICY CIRCLE
EDUCATION: K-12



¢
(¢
«

> WHAT IS EDUCATION? € .

THROUGH EDUCATION, A QUALITY EDUCATION
INDIVIDUALS LEARN PROVIDES THE
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS FOUNDATION UPON
ESSENTIAL FOR SELF- WHICH ONE CAN BUILD
SUPFIGIENGY, SELT- A PRODUCTIVE LIFE,

DEPENDENCY, AND
CONFIDENCE. TO AND OPENS DOORS TO

ESTABLISH STABILITY IN DETERMINING AND
LIFE AND PROVIDE FOR FULFILLING DREAMS

ONESELF AND FAMILY. AND AMBITIONS.



2> FACTS TO KNOW

. Il
PER-PUPIL SPENDING INCREASED BY RETURNS OF $2 TO $4 WERE TYPICAL
27% BETWEEN 1992 AND 2014, BUT U.S. FOR EVERY DOLLAR INVESTED IN EARLY
STUDENT PERFORMANCE HAS CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS, ON

CHANGED VERY LITTLE OVER THE LAST TOP OF SOCIAL BENEFITS SUCH AS
FEW DECADES, BOTH NATIONALLY AND

INTERNATIONALLY.

SCHOOL READINESS THAT CONTINUE
INTO ADULTHOOQOD.

.

é h " CLOSE TO 60 MILLION STUDENTS ATTEND PUBLIC |

ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR SCHOOLS IN THE U.S., AND JUST UNDER 6 MILLION
EDUCATION STATISTICS, THERE ARE OVER ATTEND PRIVATE SCHOOLS. AN ADDITIONAL 3
130,000 K-12 SCHOOLS IN THE U.S,, MILLION STUDENTS ATTEND CHARTER SCHOOLS,
INCLUDING OVER 87,000 ELEMENTARY AND ABOUT 1.7 MILLION STUDENTS ARE
SCHOOLS AND OVER 26,000 SECONDARY HOMESCHOOLED. PUBLIC SCHOOLS EMPLOY
SCHOOLS. JUST UNDER 100,000 ARE PUBLIC APPROXIMATELY 3.5 MILLION TEACHERS, ROUGHLY

OR CHARTER SCHOOLS, AND ABOUT 32,000 /0% OF WHOM ARE MEMBERS OF A TEACHERS'
ARE PRIVATE SCHOOLS. UNION. PRIVATE SCHOOLS EMPLOY ABOUT HALF A

N N MILLION TEACHERS. y




2 GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES €

Table |. Percentage Shares of Revenues for Public Elementary and
Secondary Education, by Source of Funds for Selected
School Years 1965-1966 through 2015-2016

Share of Revenues Share of Revenues Share of Revenues
from State from Local from the Federal
School Year Governments Governments Government

1965-1966 39.1% 53.0% 7.9%
1975-1976 44.4% 46.7% 8.9%
1985-1986 49.4% 43.9% 6.7%
1995-1996 47.5% 45.9% 6.6%
2005-2006 46.5% 44.4% 7.1%
2015-2016 47.0% 44.8% 8.3%

Source: Table prepared by CRS based on data available from U.S. Department of Education, National Center
for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, 2017 version (Table 235.10) and 1996 version (Table 155),
https:/inces.ed goviprograms/digest/20 | 7menu_tables.asp.




> FRAMING THE ISSUE €

A M N 20
DESPITE OVERALL SPENDING INCREASES, THE A LACK OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, SUMMER LEARNING
“NATION’S REPORT CARD” FROM THE NATIONAL LOSS, AND GEOGRAPHY ALL HAVE SHOWN TO SEVERELY
AFFECT STUDENTS IN LOWER INCOME SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS STUDIES FOUND ON AVERAGE, “STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENT
(NAEP) REVEALS FEWER THAN HALF OF SCORES DECLINED OVER SUMMER VACATION BY ONE MONTH’S
STUDENTS (AND IN MANY CASES, FEWER THAN A WORTH OF SCHOOL-YEAR LEARNING.” THIS CAN AFFECT
QUARTER OF STUDENTS) IN GRADES 4, 8, AND 12 LOWER-INCOME STUDENTS IN PARTICULAR, BASED ON THE
“FAUCET THEORY,” THAT ALL STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO
ARE AT OR ABOVE NAEP PROFICIENCY LEVELS IN RESOURCES DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR BUT THE FLOW OF
CIVICS, GEOGRAPHY, MATHEMATICS, READING, RESOURCES SLOWS OR STOPS FOR STUDENTS FROM LOWER-
WRITING, SCIENCE, AND HISTORY. IN MOST INCOME BACKGROUNDS. ADDITIONALLY, DISTRICTS IN RURAL
SUBJECTS, THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE CHANGE IN AREAS HAVE STRUGGLED TO KEEP UP WITH URBAN SCHOOL
DISTRICTS, WHILE URBAN SCHOOLS ARE AT STRUGGLING TO
STUDENT PERFORMANCE SINCE 2011. MAINTAIN TEACHERS DUE TO LOW SALARIES.
L 3 L W
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LOW TEACHERS SALARIES HAVE BECOME ANOTHER THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAS ALSO CREATED MANY
MAJOR ISSUE FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS. UNEXPECTED CHALLENGES FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
TEACHER STRIKES FROM ARIZONA TO OKLAHOMA WITH THE TRANSITION TO ONLINE LEARNING, STUDIES
TO WEST VIRGINIA HAVE BROUGHT ATTENTION TO

THE ISSUE OF TEACHER PAY IN THE LAST FEW
YEARS, AS THESE ARE THE STATES WITH SOME OF
THE LOWEST TEACHER SALARIES. AT THE SAME
TIME, ONE STUDY FOUND THAT WHILE THE NUMBER
OF TEACHERS INCREASED BY 28% BETWEEN 1992
AND 2014, NON-TEACHING STAFF HAS ALSO

FOUND THAT 50% OF LOW-INCOME FAMILIES IN
CALIFORNIA AND 20% OF STUDENTS IN THE HIGHEST-
POVERTY SCHOOLS DID NOT HAVE ADEQUATE ACCESS TO
THE NECESSARY TECHNOLOGY NEEDED FOR ONLINE
SCHOOLING. RE-OPENING SCHOOLS ALSO BECAME A

CHALLENGE SINCE ESTIMATES CONCLUDE IT WILL COST A
GROWN BY 45%, CONTRIBUTING TO SALARY ISSUES SCHOOL DISTRICT ON AVERAGE AN ADDITIONAL $1.8
AS WELL AS SCHOOL PRODUCTIVITY. MILLION TO REOPEN SAFELY.
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TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIPS

“ALLOW TAXPAYERS TO RECEIVE

FULL OR PARTIAL TAX CREDITS
WHEN THEY DONATE TO
NONPROFITS THAT PROVIDE
PRIVATE SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIPS. ELIGIBLE
TAXPAYERS CAN INCLUDE BOTH
INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES.
IN SOME STATES,
SCHOLARSHIP-GIVING
NONPROFITS ALSO PROVIDE
INNOVATION GRANTS TO
PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND/OR
TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE
TO STUDENTS CHOOSING
ALTERNATIVE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.” THERE ARE 23 TAX
CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAMS IN 18 STATES, OF
WHICH JUST UNDER 300,000
STUDENTS ARE RECIPIENTS.
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VOUCHERS- “SCHOOL VOUCHERS )

GIVE PARENTS THE FREEDOM TO
CHOOSE A PRIVATE SCHOOL FOR
THEIR CHILDREN, USING ALL OR
PART OF THE PUBLIC FUNDING
SET ASIDE FOR THEIR
CHILDREN'S EDUCATION. UNDER
SUCH A PROGRAM, FUNDS
TYPICALLY SPENT BY A SCHOOL
DISTRICT WOULD BE ALLOCATED
TO A PARTICIPATING FAMILY IN
THE FORM OF A VOUCHER TO
PAY PARTIAL OR FULL TUITION
FOR THEIR CHILD'S PRIVATE
SCHOOL, INCLUDING BOTH
RELIGIOUS AND NON-RELIGIOUS
OPTIONS.” THERE ARE 29
VOUCHER PROGRAMS
OPERATING IN 16 STATES,
WASHINGTON, D.C., AND PUERTO
RICO, OF WHICH JUST UNDER
200,000 STUDENTS ARE
RECIPIENTS.
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EDUCATION SAVINGS
ACCOUNTS (ESAS) ARE A
MORE RECENT INNOVATION
IN PARENT CHOICE
PROGRAMS THAT “ALLOW
PARENTS TO WITHDRAW
THEIR CHILDREN FROM
PUBLIC DISTRICT OR
CHARTER SCHOOLS AND
RECEIVE A DEPOSIT OF
PUBLIC FUNDS INTO
GOVERNMENT-
AUTHORIZED SAVINGS
ACCOUNTS WITH
RESTRICTED, BUT
MULTIPLE, USES SUCH AS
PRIVATE SCHOOL TUITION
OR OUTSIDE EDUCATIONAL
SERVICES.”




2> WHAT YOU CAN DO €

MEASURE - IDENTIFY - REACH OUT -
FIND OUT WHAT YOUR STATE AND WHO ARE THE MEMBERS OF THE
DISTRICT ARE DOING ABOUT K-12 SCHOOL BOARD IN YOUR COMMUNITY? FIND ALLIES IN YOUR
EDUCATION. DO YOU KNOW THE STATE OF WHO IS YOUR STATE'S SUPERINTENDENT COMMUNITY OR IN NEARBY
K-12 EDUCATION IN YOUR COMMUNITY OR TOWNS AND ELSEWHERE IN THE
STATE? DO YOU KNOW HOW YOUR OF SCHOOLS? WHO IS YOUR SCHOOL
, ) STATE.
DISTRICT'S PUBLIC SCHOOL RANKS? ARE DISTRICT'S SUPERINTENDENT, AND WHO
THERE PRIVATE OR VOCATIONAL -
OPTIONS? DO YOU KNOW YOUR SCHOOL WHAT STEPS HAVE YOUR STATE'S OR RELATIONSHIPS WITH
DISTRICT'S BUDGET? HOW ARE TEACHERS COMMUNITY’S ELECTED OR APPOINTED COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS,
COMPENSATED WHILE THEY TEACH AND OFFICIALS TAKEN IN TERMS OF SCHOOL BOARDS, OR LOCAL
AFTER RETIREMENT? WHAT ARE YOUR EDUCATION? BUSINESSES.

STATE'S LAWS ON SCHOOL CHOICE?

EXECUTE -
MEET WITH A FAMILY WHO CHOOSES PRIVATE OR
-l CHARTER SCHOOLS AS AN OPTION FOR
— PLAN EDUCATING THEIR CHILDREN, AND ASK THEIR

] VIEWS. VOLUNTEER AT YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL TO
SET MILESTONES BASED LEARN HOW THE SCHOOL RUNS AND HOW

e I
= ON YOUR STATE'S R S e o S
E‘E‘E‘ LEGISLATIVE AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM, MAYBE BY EVEN

CALENDAR OR LOCAL SHARING YOUR OWN PROFESSIONAL TALENTS
SUCH AS COOKING OR GARDENING. ASK TO MEET

COMMUNITY CALENDAR. WITH A SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER, OR ATTEND
SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS TO ASK QUESTIONS,
FIND OUT ABOUT PRIORITIES, AND REVIEW ANNUAL
BUDGETS.



http://www.globalreportcard.org/map.html
https://nces.ed.gov/edfin/search/results.asp?ds=Upper%20Freehold&did=&ss=&zs=&zd=1&mt=0&pr=10&dlids=
https://www.ncsl.org/research/education/interactive-guide-to-school-choice.aspx
https://ballotpedia.org/School_Boards_and_School_Board_Elections
https://ballotpedia.org/Superintendent_of_Schools_(state_executive_office)

